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Original ARRL Affiliation

• First record of A.R.R.L. affiliation - 3/13/1935

• Carolyn Welch, N1SKM, CMARA President, 
instrumental in Historical research of Club

• Letter from A.R.R.L. N.E. Division Director 
G.W. Bailey

• 24 members at that time, 21 Licensed Hams

• Harold A. Johnson President, M.C. Nichols 
Secretary







From Spark to CW...

• Hilltopping (portable operation) became 
popular in the late 1930’s, advent of VHF

• Relay between hilltops - Ross Hull VK3JU

• Advent of message relaying created NTS

• This concept was basis for what Repeaters do 
now!



Ross A. Hull VK3JU

Ross A. Hull, VK3JU, ex-editor of Wireless Weekly, emigrated 
from Australia to the USA where he joined the staff of the 
ARRL and became QST assistant Editor and VHF Pioneer.

      Ross died just a few years later due to high voltage accident.



Early VHF Experiments

• VHF Relays between hilltops on 5 Meter Band

• Stages from Hartford, CT -- Port Cherry 
Tower on Wilbraham Mountain, MA -- 
Wachusett Mountain Summit House, MA-- 
ending in Boston, MA.

• Were CMARA Members involved in this??

• (Radio historian and broadcaster Art, 
W1AWX has excellent website detailing this)



World War 11

No Amateur Operation allowed but “what 
Surplus Equipment Afterwards!!”



Hilltop Amateur Radio Club
• Founded in 1948 by Harry Persson, W1EJD. Met at YWCA 

in Worcester.  By 1949,  W1SPF,  W1SPG, W1SPH, W1SPI, 
and W1SOZ were licensed!

• Jim Carpenter, W1BIM, Dan Conlin, W1OPU, Tony 
Kurkierius, W1ONA, and Herman Gruzin, W1AAP were the 
original founding members. Affiliated with A.R.R.L. in 1952

• Clubhouse located up on Dead Horse Hill, Worcester

• 250 watt TX and Hammarlund RX

• 1949 yearly “Gabfest” gave way to ARRL N.E. Convention in 
1960



From Hilltop to CMARA

• In 1953, the Hilltop club changed its name to the 
Central Massachusetts Amateur Radio Association 
(CMARA).

• CMARA adopts Jim Carpenterʼs call, W1BIM

• Franny Moy, W1SPG, elected CMARA President in 
1953, 1954, and 1957. Becomes a driving force 
shaping the Club over next 20 years.



Franny Moy, W1SPG



Some of The Originals

• W1SPG Franny, W1CJ Charlie, W1DRD 
Harry, W1JLA Bob--1990 Meeting at The 
Webster House in Worcester.



More of The Original 
CMARA Amateurs

• Sketched May 6 ,2006 at KP Restaurant in 
Holden, MA. “Retired Old Men Eating Out”...



Growing Pains

• The club grew from about 6 to over 120 members 
from 1953 - 1962.

• Was not incorporated at first, which led to “The Great 
Insurance Scare Incident of 1962”

• Membership went from 130 - 15 members overnight 
“like a cattle stampede”. Motion to fold Club and 
reimburse dues at a fiery 1962 Monthly Meeting.

• Formation of W1SPG’s  “Key Club” in Worcester. 
Membership soared again in no time, thanks to Franny, 
W1SPG



Club Incorporation

• Incorporation papers created in1965

• Signers of the first corporate papers were Walt Giard, 
WA1CMW, Don Eastwood, K1WNN, Herb Fairbanks, 
WA1EVV, Izzy Meltzer, W1ACP, Bob Heck, W1JLA, 
Franny Moy, W1SPG, and John Smith, K1VNT.

• In December, 1972, the Incorporation papers were 
filed with the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. The 
Club was re-incorporated in 1990.



Clubhouse Demolished

• In 1966, Urban development for the Worcester 
Outlet Garage demolished W1SPG's 
Apartment which housed the Key Club. Club 
moved to Spencer location of WA1GTM, Bill 
Breault.

• CMARA affiliates with A.R.R.L. in same year



NASA’s Impact

• With the advent of great technological growth in 
the 1960's stemming from the NASA Space 
Program, the first of many Amateur Radio 
satellites and linear transponders were launched 
into orbit by many different countries.

• 1972, CMARA joined AMSAT

• Development of solid state technology rendered 
many Boat Anchors on the amateur market 
“obsolete”. 75A4ʼs were obtainable for as low as
$200.00!



Field Day!

• First mentioned in Club records in 1968

• Locations included Leicester Airport, 
Marshall St. and hopped around from there

• Became an annual Priority for the Club

• VHS Videos in Club Archives - lots of fun & 
hilarious cameraderie



Club Banner

• Club Flag made by Terry Moy, KA1DGU 
in1981

• Getting a bit faded, its still in service!



Explorer Post 73



Scouting at CMARA

• Through the efforts of Roger Demers, Franny Moy, Bob 
Heck, and Gerry Finkle, many new amateurs joined the 
Amateur Radio ranks as Scouts! 



JOTA

• From 1981 to 1998, CMARA members 
supported Scout Explorer Post 73. W1SPG 
advisor.

• Gerry Finkle, WB1GSO, Carolyn Welch, 
N1SKM, & Bob Heck, W1JLA, conducted a 
Jamboree on the Air at Treasure Valley in 
Rutland, which led to quite a number of new 
hams being birthed from the Scouting 
movement.



Newsletter(s)
• Started out as “The Bulletin”. Ran from1952 

to 1977.

• ReNaming Contest in 1981 to “Ham 
Chatter”. Francis Kendall, W1UEO won a 5/8 
wave magmount for the new name.

• 2 Meter F.M. News Bulletin

• K1WGN, WA1EDS, K1UOT, KS1B, NE1C, 
W1GGL, AE1DG, WA1FIH, W1DFW, 
WA1FNN, and NE1O and others involved



“Ham Chatter” Newsletter



Legislation

•  Tom Carrigan, WA1NVS, now NE1R, Tower 
Rights bill became law, signed by MA Gov. 
Weld in 1996



From BIM to JXR
Training at CMARA

• Began in 1948 with The Hilltoppers

• Many,  Amateurs involved grew the 
proficiency of the new arrivals to the hobby. 
“Tireless services” rendered.

• Local High Schools (like Prouty) had 
programs for Novices, Technician Licensing

• Monthly presentations, demos, Guest Visitors 
added to the Club’s knowledge base

• New radio concepts introduced, i.e. Packet, 
Satellites, DX, Nets, Emergency OPS, etc...



CMARA Instructors
• Paved the way for great growth and 

promoted Amateur Radio as a hobby and 
service to Community   

• W1BIM, Jim Carpenter, W1SPG Frannie 
Moy, Harry Sprague, W1CLU, Ed Rice, 
K1PCV, Ronnie Graveline, K1RNG, Dan 
Lorusso, W1HER, Bob Heck, W1JLA, 
Anne Gillette, ex WA1OAS later VE2WH, 
Franny  Moy, W1SPG, Gerry Finkle, 
WB1GSO in the 1970's, and later, Greg, 
WA1JXR and many others.



Emergency Operations
• First records show 1953 Worcester Tornado

• The Blizzard of 1978, Hurricane Gloria, 1984, 
The Blizzard of 1991, Hurricane Bob in 1991, 
and the Blizzards of 1992 and 1997.

• Gerry Finkle, WB1GSO, and Bob Beausoleil, 
KA1OTQ prime movers in this area over the 
years.

• Packet Radio became new tool in the 1980ʼs, 
node located at Green Hill Park in Worcester

• From CD to ARES to Skywarn



Disaster Strikes!

• 1953 Civil Defense operations by Hilltop Members.  
Amateur Radio offers public service during emergency .



CMARA Nets
• Since 1974, many Nets sponsored by CMARA have 

come and gone, starting with a Novice Class CW Net on 
21.175 mhz. 

• Gerry Finkle, WB1GSO, Bob Heck, W1JLA, and Bob 
Beausoleil, KA1OTQ, were instrumental members in the 
early days of net operation.

• In 1984, the "Ol' Joe's Net" was formed by William 
Margrum, W1AQM. 1995, this net became the "The Ol' 
Timer's Net", when it was taken over by George Lea, 
K1WZA. 

• Now known as "George's Old Timer's Net", it may now be 
heard every night on CMARA's repeater W1BIM.



Food at CMARA
• Food and Ham Radio often “strange 

Bedfellows”...

• “Senior Homesteaders” > “R.O.M.E.O.S.”

• “Nomads” > “Wanderers”

• Lots of food! Much Socializing with XYL’s

• “Nights Out” program- day after monthly 
CMARA Meetings, Jack, K1NMK & XYL

• Hot Dog Annie’s and Breakfast meetups 
continue tasty traditions into future...



Repeaters!!!
• First CMARA repeater built by W1SPG, 

K1QQB with help from W1JLA (6/15/71 on 
air - .34 -.94 located at W1SPG’s QTH

• the next day freq changed to .37 - .97

• 8/26/72 Repeater moved to K1HIS QTH

• 5/17/73 moved again to K1WUK QTH

• 1973-1984 Repeater operated by K1WUK 
and WA1KRJ

• 1997 Repeater moved to present location 
on Asnebumskit Hill, Paxton- 1395’ ASL 



73’s

• Respectfully presented, Sandy Lancraft 
N1FSK, ex. WN1FSK, WA1FSK, KC1AOV


